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Sir: 

In response to the Examiner's Office Action of August 13, 2002, Applicant 
respectfully traverses the restriction requirement. The present application is drawn to a 
topical therapeutic composition and a method of using that composition. The method 
steps comprise applying a first phase composition, allowing it to dry, removing the first 
phase composition, applying a second phase composition, and leaving said composition 
in place. 

The Examiner cites the claims of Allen (U.S. Patent 6,361 ,806) to show 
that Applicant's process may be used with a materially different product. But Allen's 
method claims do not demonstrate use of Applicant's process with Allen's product. Allen 
discloses a one-step method (Claim 25: Administer the composition of claim 1 ) and 
possibly a two-step method (e.g. claim 28: select candidate in need exhibiting certain 
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characteristic^ and administer the composition of claim 1 ). Neither is the same as, or 
similar to, Applicant's method. Nor is there any suggestion that Applicant's process 
could be practiced with Allen's product. Indeed, Allen has only one independent 
composition claim, making it inappropriate for a two phase treatment. Finally, Applicant 
notes that the method and product of Allen are not divided, even though the method 
(administer the product) can be practiced with every topical composition. 

For the foregoing reasons, Applicant respectfully requests that the 
restriction requirement be withdrawn. Applicant provisionally elects claims 1-9 to be 



examined. 




Respectfully submitted 



Jennings, Strouss & Salmon, P.L.C. 
201 East Washington St. 11 th Floor 
Phoenix, Arizona 85004 
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